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trophe, and unquestionably still possesses In her

own people the remedy for many s’
This conclusion is evident from the

| We know that he is ugly, and we can't

even feel, as Mr. Rurvs Croate did in
contemplating Chief Justice LEMUEL

:gle with the anarchy that resulted; in
Tunis they annexed the ruler with the
| province, and to-day Tunis is still nomi-

gteadily rising value of mnnn!‘m-turﬁd‘H!uw'n iron cheek, that he is great. nally independent and theoretically the

products, $32,000,000 in 1880 and 857,600,-

| No; he is good, which is better, And

Bey rules; and this concession to senti-

[ 000 in 1600 (the figures for 1910 were not | how can anybody be patient with a'ment seems to have saved all trouble,

his paper) and an encouraging improve-

industry, but also in the price of land by
the acre,
1,681,819 sheep and produced 3,609,235

:l*_'\’n"'“'"; Y"_" GAURRICIER :::: pounds of wool. That was in 1540,
PAILY ‘.“;r.“’:u‘;‘“. per year . w oo Fhere are few sheep on her hills now
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The Appropriation Bill

The introduction of the annual ap-
propriation bill at Albany once more
calls attention to the problem of State
finance. The size of the bill, $25.480 821,
as compared with $25.345550 in 1810,
demonstrates that the Democrats have
accomplished one thing at least: they
have temporarily put an end to the large
annual increases in this bill. The in-
crease in 1900 over 1908 was $1,554,000, of
1910 over 10090 $2,752,000; the advance this
vear of $13%,000 is merely nominal and
due to legislation of last vear,

So far, then, the Democrats have done
well; they have kept their pledge to put
an end to Republican extravagance by
terminating the large annual additions
to the appropriation bill. But their
own troubles are still unsurmounted.
The revenue of the State for next year
will not exceed $17,750,000, according to
present estimates. [educting from this

the $23,1%¢,000 of the annual appropria- !

tion bill, there is left about $12,7:0.000 to
meet all the other cha rges of State gov-
ernment provided for by special bills.

Last vear the sum of appropriations
outside the regular appropriation bill
was $17,850,000. Included in this figure
was $2,650,000 for canal and highway
sinking funds. The present fiscal year,
which begins October 1, the canal and
highway sinking funds will demand
$4,400,000. 1If the Democrats follow the
Republican policy, therefore, and decide
to meet sinking fund charges out of cur-
rent revenues thev will have of the $12,-
250,000 balance left of the revenue after
the appropriation bill is deducted but
£7,700,000 to meet all other expenses,
last year these expenses amounted to
slightly more than $15,000,000. To make
their budget balance the Democrats must
reduce theamountappropriated last vear
in the supply bill and in epecial measures
by more than 87,000,000,

Such a reduction is impossible. The
Democratic leaders themselves have
already indicated this in their public
comments. What then is to be done?
There are three poseibilities: To make
as great a reduction as possible and use
the existing surplus to meet the deficit
for the year: to make no contribution
to the sinking fund; to impose a direct
tax to defray the cost of ginking fund
charges. One of these three things the
Democrats must do.

To use the surplus is manifestly the
worst possible policy. The surplus at
the end of the present fiscal vear will
not exceed $4,000,000. The deficit for
next yvear under the existing circum-
stances could not fall much short of this
sum, and the consequence of using the

surplus to meet this would be that the |

State treasury would be emnty so far as
moneys available for ordinary govern-
mental purposes were concerned.

To make no contribution to the sink-
ing fund would be hardly less a mistake.
As THE SUN indicated last week, the
sinking fund is in point of fact larger
than the fifty vear method of extin-
guishing State debt requires
money has been appropriated and be-
comea a part of the reserve against the
bond issue. a reserve which would he
proportionately diminished if no eontri-

butionwere made fora yearortwo, Such s purse, keep her sons and daughters, and |
a device would be temporary and could ' attract new residents, Vermont must |

only be employed for two vears at most,
and at the end the problem would be the
same, since the sinking fund contribu-
tion in 1813 would have to be 87,330,000,

There remains the directtax, Intwo
vears at the outside a direct tax will
have to be imposed anywayv.
it for two vears will g&imply insure tha
it he larger when it is impes . Opes
a direct tax is imposed, there will by o
prompt end to the expansion of State
debt,  If it is not imposed this vear the
State treasury will be totally emiptied,
or the value of State bonds mayv easily
ha impaired by il judged interferencs
with the reserve

The Democratic campaign list vy

so far as State affairs were concerned |

was devoted largely to the financial
issie; the opportunity to  justify the
ohief ante-election pledge remains

Wake Up, Vermont,

The census of 1910 gave N Winiay
S ROSSITER, & compoetent authoriiy, an,
oppoartunity to present Verinont's Josses
in popnlation by towns inoa sonhee
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FFormerly she also exported large num-
'hers of horses, cattle and swine. Ver-
mont is still an agricultural State, but
the dairy has become the farmer's main
support. In raising beasts and culti-
vating wheat and other grains he can-
not compete with the West, It is an
old and familiar story. The farmers,
of course, are not as properous as they
were before 1850, and their boys are still
leaving the farm to improve their for-
| tunes, while their girls are attracted to
| the factories and city offices and stores.
| The departures of the younger people
I show little or no decline.

I Is there something the matter with

Vermont besides the disadvantages in

| natural situation and in competitive op-

portunity she labors under? Mr. Ros-
SITFR suggests that conditions would
improve if “the influential and able ele-
ment in the State should organize and
address themselves with unity, energy,
'mom\\' and enthusiasm to the task of
jencouraging native Americans to settle
in the more fertile areas, should seek
outlets for their products, develop ‘re-
sources and start new industries,” %e.
It seems simple enough, but we urge
that only Democrats be imported, for
| Vermont has suffered for a long time
from a congestion of Republicans, amall
as her population is. She needs a strong
and active opposition party at Mont-
pelier, with fresh brains and more pub-
lic apirit than the ruling oligarchy has,
And it might be worth while to move
'thc\ capital out into the light to acces-
isible and modern Rutland. Why Mont-
pelier under the hill with its short win-
ter day was selected we have never been
able to understand; perhaps for the ben-
‘efit of the upper Connecticut Valley.
| Certainly the railroads serve Rutland
| better, and it wouldn’t be necessary to
‘rhuild the State House under a hill pas-
‘ture. At Montpelier the cows can look
lin at the upper windows, and the light
i fails early in the legislative afternoon.

We are glad to see that there are gigns
of a political awakening in the Green
Mountain State. In a late issue of the
Vermonter we read that “the younger
men and the more progressive men in
many communities are working together
to down ring politics, to improve town
conditions, and to bring in new enter-
prises.”
in some towns to-day is war.” But
lasting reform can never come from
merely dividing the party in control.
Vermont must cultivate or import
Democrats. Individual town represen-
tation should ba done away. There are
so-called towns in Vermont, inferior
places having few voters, that send only
sheep to the Legislature.

Improved transportation is a vital ne-
cessity to Vermont. If it cannot have
more railroads across the Green Moun-
taing it should have trolley roads. It
is now difficult and tedious to get from
the eastern to the western part of that
narrow State. The railroads it has,
with the exception of the Rutland, need
better rails, cars and locomotives, bet-
ter time tables and quicker connections.
Railroad travel in Vermont, except in
the Champlain valley, is often an impo-
sition. Can't Vermont modernize its
infernal “junctions"?

The State does not make enough of
its advantages as a vacation ground,
Millions might be extracted from sum-
mer visitors. The eastern shore of
Lake Champlain and the northern isl-
ands are ideal for recreation purposes.
but they are poorly provided with
hotels. The region needs jndicious
advertising and plenty of it, as the
{Green Mountains do. Their summer
hotel accommodations are also indiffer-
ent, yet there is not a more lovely valley
in New England than the Black River
valley or a nobler mountain than Mans-
field. Good roads for automobiles,
which a State must have nowadays to
prosper, have been promised by Dr,
MrEAD, the. Governor, We hope for
Vermont's sake that he is not wrong
| when he savs that a million dollars are
10 be spent upon them. Vermont also
ghoild reserve gelected mountain groups
}.’llni protect her river sources before it
118 100 late,

{ In short, 1o put more money in her

{wake up
|

i Brauty=Blindness in Washington,

The
nunder

esteemed
the

correspondent
romantic name of

who
“Joux

our esteemed friends of morning and
‘night, the Boston Adcertiver and the
Hoston Reeord, must forgive us for
saving that he 8 a better judge of the
{ood and the Trae than he is of the
'Beantitul,  His wstheticals are warped,
He is beauty-blind,  In a discourse on
the pulehritude of the new Senators he
tgives a pang to every calophilist by wild
Land whirling sayings such as this:

lEps of Indlana looks like a college professor
| and v worthy adaitlon as a Senatorial Agure
Pan teving to improve on that ‘Grand Young Man'
PUEvkinar, Indlana had an easy tlask Nobody
Inoked less a Senator than did BEVERIDOR.

Only a man who hates college pro-
fossors would utter so bitter a gihe
against them: only a man who hates the
excellent KERN - and how can anvbody
hate him?  would utter so bitter a gibe
aganingt him.  This world is at least
reasonably full of college professors,
and the Hon, BEAVCHAME CLARK used
1o he one of a sort: bhut whoever saw a
member of any faculty that looked like
the junior Senator trom Indiana” 1 nder
the moral Xorayv the Hon Jonuy WorrH
N looks i lis moral interior more
crgaging than o nolhon Parises, voung
Antinouses, vorig I Bevans, bat in
Poeenterna! sbape be looks hke a cross
hetween an early Etruscan lneameo and

an old tishioned Yankee “varb” doctor. ' and in consequence had vears of strug- |

ment in farm valuee, chiefly in the dairy

Time was when Vermont had |

It declares that “the condition |

LORRANCE" sends Washington ketters to |

= gvailable when Mr. RossiTER prepared beautv-blind mole like “Jonx Log-

I'maxcE™  “Nobody ever looked less a
|Senator than did Beveripce®™ Who
that remembers that grave, sweet face,

married to more than BALDER'S loveli-
ness, that idol of Chautauqua, that bright
open page of oratory, that continent of
grace - who in the Senate chamber, so
remembering, does not find it bhare and
blank? “Improve on”the Grand Young
Man! As well try to improve on Honey
Fi11s of Boston,

One more specimen of incredible, in-
curable beauty-hlindness:

“ POMERENE of Ohlo so far simply offers a bald
dome of thought.”

Apparently Mr. “JoHN LORRANCE'S"
exemplar of beauty is ABSALOM, & voung
gentleman of whom it were superfluous
to say: “He be hanged,” and who long
had the additional misfortune of figur-
ing in Colonel BRYAN'S gpeeches,

| The French President’s Visit to Tunis

{ To Frenchmen the present excursion
‘of M. FALLIERES to Tunis must serve a
{ useful and patriotic purpose. Celebrat-
| ing as it does the thirtieth anniversary of
the extension of French rule to the an-
cient regency, it provides the opportu-
nity for a review of the great achieve-
ments which have followed the bestowal
of “French peace” upon Tunis: it re-
veals the progress that three decades
have witnessed in this the most sue-
cesaful of all French colonial ventures.
Hardly less interesting is the contrast it
emphasizes between the prosperity that
reigns bevond the Algerian frontier
where France rules and the chaos and
bloodshed in independent Moroceo.

French success in Tunis has already
added the word “Tunisfication” to the
colonial vocabulary of KEurope. Ri-
zerta, where M. FALLIERES landed amid
the salutes of the warships of four
nations, French, English, Italian and
Spanish, is to-day the finest naval port
upon the African shore of the Mediter-
ranean, and in the landlocked lakes,
where the visiting warships now lie, the
whole French navy could find refuge.
Yet in 1881 this Bizerta was a poor fishing
village. its lakes connected with the sea
only by a shallow creek, its harbor vis-
ited merely by the Maltese and Sicilian
fishermen.

cursion of the French President was by
a new railroad over a region formerly
deserted but to-day laid down in pros-
perous farms owned by Furopeans. As
for the city of Tunis, the capital of the
regency, in 18%1 before the French
came it was a native city rich in the
monuments of earlier greatness and even
richer in the still undiminished color

city of narrow gtreeta, situated between
two shallow lakes, separated from the

the world by a little ltalian railroad
running down to La Goulette on the
bay of Tunis.

To-day Tunis is still a city which pre-
serves it Oriental color more perfectly
than Algiers. But outside the bounda-
ries of the ancient town there has grown
up a new European town with 60,000 or
70,000 European residents. thres-quar-
ters of them Italians and Maltese,
and the rest French.
broad as thoee of the newer Marseilles,
to its docks come the steamers which
connect it with France, ltaly and Spain
Its hotels, the best of them, compete
with those of Algiers, Nice and Cairo
for the profitable patronage of winter
travellers

Nor has the prosperity heen li nited
tothe capital. Outside the ancient walls
of Sousse and Sfax there have heen

the making. Fach too has its docks
tand harbor works and its railroad of
penetration, that from Sousse leading
back to the holy city of Kairuan, a gen-
| eration ago a” inaccessible as Mecca,
!now reached bv tram or antomobile
from Tunis in a day. The Sfax railroad

bevond tiafsa and reaches the Sahara
at Tozeur. In 1550 Tunis had less than
a hundred miles of railroad, to-day it
has nearly a thousand, and M FaLviBrEs
will go from Bizerta 1o Stax by his own
special train.

Commercially Tunis has grown mar-
vellonsly. In forr vears before
the French came, the total foreign trade

In 1010 it was approximately £50 (00 00
If the lion's share of this development
| has gone to France, the French trade in
1900 was £25,000,000, England and ltaly
have shared the benefits also, for in the

;uud Itaty with Tunis both excceded in
[value the total Tunisian trade of 1877
[Vast areas of conntry, cultivated hy
itho Romans and abandoiad to sterility
Cthereafter, have been revclaimed and are
!ln-dny the seats of prosperous luro-
pean agricultural colonies, owned by
! French capitalists and worked by Sicil-
|jun and Calabrian laborers,

In 1881 Tunis was a country unsale
for the traveller.  The mountains
.v.'t'l‘(‘ infested with Berber rebels,
rule of the Bey was as impotent as
that of the present Sultan of Morocco,

But to-day, over roads which compare |

with the best in
i travellers journey to the remotest places
lin the regency, and Fairuan, like Fl
| Djem, Sheitla and the places of Roman
riing, is a part of the ragmlar tourist
| programme.

From 1881 to 1911 the " French peace”
has been without serious interruption
save in the early months of the ocelpa-
ltion. A bombardment at Sfax, a pro-
 cession of several army divisions to
Kairuan, these followed the first dis-
mrbance.  But then there has
been only peace and progresa. It is
amusing now to read guch  direful
prophecies as A, M, BROADLEY, corre-
spondent of the London rea in 1881,
gave the world then of long vears of
rebellion and disorder.  In Algiers the
French destroyed the native pulers

winee

where more than MERLIN'S wistom was |

sea by sandbars and connected with |

[ts streets are |

ltraced the plans of new Enropean cities, !
|and each has it European quarter in

extends to the great phosphate beds |

of the regency was less than $1,000.000. !

game vear the trade of Great Britain |

the |

France, automobile |

The original French excursion was
agreed to, it is generally assumed, at
the Congrese of Berlin., Tunis was the
_dividend France gained at this meeting
of the directors of world politics. To
this concession Great Britain consented,
but for many years thereafter English-
men protested, for Tunis and Bizerta
are to Malta what Tangier is to Gibral-
tar, To this bargain Italy too had to
consent, but as the regency had been
marked out as the next step in the ex-
(pansion of the new Italy, the French
{seizure produced a passionate resent-
!ment in the Italian peninsula, which
"sent Italy into the Triple Alliance. gln-
tdicative of how much has happened in

Furope since is the presence of the Ital-
ian and British warships in the harbor
'of Bizerta to salute the French Presi-
dent on his visit to the country thirty
vears after annexation.

i What France has accomplished in
| Algerin and TAnis, and England
' Egypt.remains to be done in Tripoli and
(Morocco. For Tripoli, an agreement
between England, France and 1taly has
"already provided for ultimate Italian
{occupation. As for Moroceo, it is not yet
| posgible to see how French accupation
| will be brought about without European
war, but the fitness of France for the
|work of civilization here, French suc-
cess in Tunis has demonstrated; as for
the need of “Tunisification,” this is re-
vealed in every despatch that has come
from Fez in recent months,

Germany is much pleased with the com-
'plplicm of a German submarine cable con-
| 1ecting the Fatherland with Brazil and
the GGerman settlements in that republic.
The stretch from Emden to Teneriffe was
laid in 1900, that to Monrovia in Liberia
in 1010, and now the cable end has been
landed at Pernambuco.

To the Pangermanio imagination It
seems a step toward thoe fulfilment of the
dream of world empire. It is through
the numerous colonies of Germans in the
southern Brazilian States, particularly Bdo
Paulo and Santa Catarina, that Germany
hopes to secure a foothold in America,
whenever it may succeed in having the
Monroe Doctrine waived. Liberia is in
trouble, and Germany has heretofore man-
jaged to draw out her plum from every
| African mess. Moreover, if the Philip-
| pines could drop so easily, why should not
honest Teutons hope for the Canaries?

Visions of an all German cable, the fore-

From Rizerta to Tunis too the ex-!runner of an all German world, apnrkle.l'mlim

therefore, in the Berlin weissbier of the

| faithful believers in the Kalser's strong | means of livelihood hitherto have been | 7 tuk Epiion or Tuk Svs- Si

i colonial policy.

7 SIMPLIFIED SPELLING.
Plitsburger on Concessions to | nfortue
nate Barbarians.
To TaE ¥pitor or THR Sux Your cor-
! respondent “8. R “ thinks “ihe logle is all with

Y

~r

and life of the East, but it was a native | Mr. Carnegle and his followers” in their efforis to |

simplify” spelling. and that is true If the further
{ corruption of the English language Is their oh
f ject. Butl the Spanlard's object, to learn the
Tuglish langdage. would be facilitated by teach
ing him Fngllsh orthography as unchangeable
| not that he is at liberty to change the spelling of
words to follow the variations and corruptions
of speech as they continually oecur It is well
known that the organs of speech of different indl
viduals are as varlous as thumb prints. It s
sald that San Pedro of Alcantira, who for years
never Hfted Ris eyes from the ground, was able
to tdentify by the pecnllarity of ulterance
each of the thousands who visit~d him in his
‘Jolster.  Another diMiculty in trying o fix pro-
nunelation Is that tue sense of hearing s not allke
{in any gwo persons. ‘The personal cquatlon has
in all time past beeu the blark beast of courts of
justice. where It obtrudes ltself more conspicu
| ously in the witness box thap !n any other con
cern of human life.  These established facts force
the conclusion that instabllity of spoken!language
Is Inevitable, but It does not follow that literary
philology should be sacrifced

I'here are two methods of making spelling sim-
ple. one by fullowing pronunciation, as “thru®
and “pruve.” and the other by pronouncing the
spelling already simplified, as “ar-e” Is “ah”
and ‘to s “‘toe " Marun ¢ huzzlewit could bave
found the Hon Ull'ah Pogram without leaving
London If he had looked for him. The logic was
all with Pogram, and the Simplified Spelling Board
has given him the O K by deciding that "w a” is
‘woe There is a shadow of an excuse for un=
fortunate barbarlaus whose ecarly education has
heen neglected; not for professional educators who
countenance the “simplified” spelling

It 1t were practicable 1o restore the old English
vowel sounds, to bring them back Into unison

" with those of Spain, Italy and the Continent gen |

erally. as they were in the Fllzabethan period. to
do so would be an achlevement worthy of Pros
| fessor Matthews and hls confreres of the Simpli-
fed Speling Board. 1t would simplify speillng
to the advantage of the spaniard and every other
student of Lnglish aud make plain salling for our
students of other langusges. 1t would redeem
us from the curse of langnage perversion brought
on s hy the rabble ranting and pamphleteering

commotions of the seventeenth century and which
nhas been handed down to us by means of “slm-
plitied  spelling, I the epistoiary spelling of pub-
ile men of the elghteenth century may be admitted

i evidence SAMUKL |. MoFPITY
PITTRBURG, Pa. Aprll 10

! Helgian Blocks,
ForRE Eoiror oF THR SUN- Sir In THE SUN

L of April 16 10 M. seeks light on Belglan blocks.

| was once a New Yorker and am now under
elghty, with teeth and memory fairly well pre
served Ay recollection s that once upon a time,

perhaps in the “30s, a streteh of lower Hroadway
was paved with a real Belglan block (the design
at least imported from that part of Cesar's Gaul
jnhabited by the Helge) 1t was a rather large,
sguare biock with one dlagonal channel ploughed
in its tap, and It was =0 lald that the Joints made
L an angle of 43 degrees with the axls of the street,
and the channels nforesald crossed the sireet at
right angies
It was all wrong  The stones soon polished,

the ehannels disappeared and the obligue joinis
hetween the courses were of littie use to a floun-
dering horse, Horse sense mlght have pre-
dicted all this  Nesxt came a smaller but sull
| square biock, often of the so-called trap rock of
| Hergen HIll.  And then the familiar long, reo-
wngular block lald in courses normal to the eurb,
which remains into this day. Now the last was
called by the diseriminating the “Guldet block.”
but the vilgar ipeople who rode in omnibuses)
resisted and won, and almost any paving stone
| has heen called a ' Belglan bloek.”
{1 went 1o ward schgol 4, knew Hook and Lad-
der = and played dudk on the rock in St. John's
! Park OLD NEW YORKER.
Waanisaron, . €., April 19,

Ihe Flag of Fort Sumter.

To THE Kpironr of TRE SUN -Sir: 1 have read
an artlele in TnE SUN of April 13 from Lowell,
| Mass, In which it is elaimed Miss Ellza Cowley

of that city has the Sumiter flag In her posses-

siop, also the letter from Peleg D Harrison of

Manchester. N M . published In ‘Tav SuN of April
16, chnlining that the flag was In the keeping of
! tieneral Anderson’s widow up o the time of her
" death

1 think | have in my possessien very good evl

dence of the truth of the latter's clalm. 1t is a
{ levter from the General's widow. 1 have heen a
eollector of autographs for many years; not belng
able to (nd one of General Anderson’s In 1898 |
wrote Mrs Anderson who then resided in Wash
Ingwon, asking for one  She wrote a letter June
18 18 which | now have, sending me an auto
graph, and added, | send herewith a piece of the
ol Sumter Aag whileh | have in my charge *

1 is & tattered. faded bit About the size of a
man = hand from one of the red stripes | think
her letter ought (o confinm what Mr Harrison has
sald on the subject Gronax B l..m-rg‘.

ROy, April e,

in|

witleh filled England during the eivil and religlous 1

NEWFOUNDLAND.

WasnaiNaron, April 10.—News des-
patches say that the annual report of the
Newfoundland Minister of Finance “is far
and away the most satisfactory of its kind
in the history of the oldest colony and dis-
closes a condition of ‘prosperity that has
never hefore been approached.”

Since the unfortunate death of the Hay-
Bond treaty in 1005, “amended to death”
in the United States Senate, our little
neighbor has somewhat slipped from
publio view except for its appearance
in connection with the settlement of the
fisheries question. If the treaty had
been approved our business with the
colony would doubtless have been some-
what larger than it is, but even without
the treaty the gain has been notable.
Our exports to Newfoundland in the
oalendar year 1005 amounted to $2,776,077,
while last year they were $4,350,735. A
comparison of imports for those particu-
lar years is misleading because of an
abnorinal importation in 1906, A better
idea of both imports and exports is af-
forded by a comparison of 1810 with the
average of the five year period 1005-1009.
That shows average imports for the five
years of $1,250,000 and imports for 1910
as $1,684,005. It shows average exporta
| as $3,343,000 and $4,350,735 respectively.
The business is comparatively small, but
it is done with a population a little greater
than that of the city of Rochester and
about the same as that of Providence or
Louisville. Ten years ago we sold to
them about $1,900,000 worth of our prod-
ucts and bought from them about $400.-
000 worth of their merchandise. Taking
the area and population of the country into
oconsideration few of those with whom we
deal have made as satisfactory a showing.

The total business of the island shows
a good increase, but a large percentage of
it appeara in the account with the United
States. The general movement is shown
by a comparison of recent years with an
earlier period:

imporis Erporis
W01, . .o 000042 45,820,800
1902, .. .. 7,808,085 9,501,403
1903 . BATRN 9825121
008, . ooivniivninaniens o 11,070,111 11,818,719
1900 : § oo 11,402,387 10,848,013
1wio 12,799,608 11,821,007

The gain in imports is due in important
part to the importation of machinery and
materials for the erection of pulp and
paper mills, the operation of which should
materially increase the volume and value
of exports. The increase in imports has
materially increased the revenues of the
Government. These were $2,574,088 in
1905 and $3,417.0% in 1910. It is believed
that the revenues for the current year
will exceed $3.500,000. The railway sys-
tem of the island is being extended by a
number of branch lines that will reach
small ports along the coast and open new
areas to settloment and to trade. The

of pulp mills will open new chan-
| nels of employment to some of those whose

limited to fishing or sealing, hazardous
and poorly paid employments.

' Perhaps when we have settled our trade
[ relations with Canada it will be possible
to make similar arrangementa with the
Newfoundlanders. They certainly come
within our proper sphere of commercial
influence.

‘ A Question to Nir Robert Perks.

I To 1ARE Ep1Tor oF THE SUN—Sir:  In to-
| day's SUN some prominence is given to the
! report of an interview with Sir Robert W
| Perks of London in which this worthy

gentleman is quoted as saying that the
! progreaa of educational matters in England
|is being blocked by three great forces,
| namely, the Roman Catholic Church, Church

of England, and the beer interests.
| The majority of the public both in Amer-
lica and England will hardly accept Nir
Robert's statement as to the two ecclesias-
tical forces, knowing as they undoubtedly
do that it ia, to say the least of it, grossiy
| exaggerated, and they therefore need no
! defence from me

My object in addressing you is to ask Bir
Robert through the medium of your col-
umns what stumbling block the brewing
interests in England have placed in the way
| of education
We who are connected with the brewing

industry in England are well accustomed to
theae outbursta of the “Nonconformist con-
science.® and Sir Robert doubtless thinks
| that at a distance of 3,000 miles he is per-

fectly safe in slandering the individuals at

home who have for generations been noted
| for their liberal support of all charitable
| institutions, have been among the most

| considerate employers of labor, and have |

' subseribed more than any other induatry

{in the United Kingdom to the upkeep of

the country. C. CARLOS PERKINS,
NEW YOHK, Lpr_tl 18,

The *'Good Old Times'' In This Town.

| T 1HE EniTor o THE SUN- Nir:  Those
{ people who have such a bad opinion of the
| New York of to-day ought to have lived here
| during the last two yeara of John Adams’'s
| administration. | was a good deal amused,
| on brushing up my local history the other
i day, by some of the incidents of that event-
| ful period

It is recorded that politiclans who had
formerly been on the most friendly terma
used to crosa the streets to avoid meeting.
A lending politician of a later period said

1 do declare (t was & pleasure (o live In those
good oid days when & Federalist could knock a
Hepibliean down in the sireet and not be ques-
tjoned about 1t.

Some may think that if there was more
of that “good old”® state of things to-day it
would be a rather wholesome thing for the
general public, albeit a little “rough* for

the professional politician. W. G, B,
NEW YORK, \llrild'lli.
Algerian Stew,
To Tar EpiToR oF TRE SUN—Sir; lo one of

Guy de Maupassant's works, | think “Au Soleil,”
he gives a recipe for an Algerian stew. Rather
vague, bis recips, but we have worked It out
and tried it, much to our joy. 1 enclose i1, As
De M says: “C'est exquis'”

Two pounds of lean mutton, (chicken may be
used it preferred), one good sized onlom, dried
apricots and dates, three quarters of & pound
together, pepper and salt, pimente may be added
if desired.

Melt one tablespoonful buiter in a frying pan,
add onlon sliced. Dust meat with flour, Add
to onlon, and fry a golden brown. Put in stew

pan. Add stock or bolling waler sufficlent to
cover meat. Stew for one hour and a half or
two hoiirs. Wash apricols and dates. Remove

stones from dates. Stew to a mush, Add to the
meat. Stew all together until meat is tender.
PARADENA, Cal, Aprll 18, GOURMET.

“ *Tia Spring' in the Jerseys.

To TAE EpITOR OF THRE SUN -Sir: There are
others outside of Rhode Island who can write
spring poetry and do It without consulting a
! rhyming dictionary. Here Is one from New
Jersey:

When woods break forth with trembling leaves

And mornings lame with burning spires,

And alr grows sweet, and sun shines bright,
‘Tis spring.

When tulips burst thelr verdant moulds,
And roses wake and biush with love,
And birds return In colored coala

‘Tis wpring.

When orchards bloom with blossoms white,
And mill wheels atart 1o drone and hum,
And birds with joy the country AL

"Tis spring.

When sheep go up on mosay hills,
And hees from flowers the nectar sip,
| And peace of God fAlls all the world
‘Tis spring

: When Hlles with thelr cups of goid

Life's resurrection story tell
And every poel courts the muase,
“Tls spring.

NEWARA, N. J., Aprll 19 N L. Jomweon,

development of the iron mines and the!

A PORT AT MONTAUK.

Said to Be a Necessity Whether Hoston
Wakes Up or Not.

To e Epiton or TRE Bux- Sir: The
recent address of President Mellen of the
New York, New Haven & Hartford Ralil-
road before the Boston Chamber of Com-
merce seems to have attracted a great
deal of notice, but one point Mr. Mellen
made does not seem to have received the
uttention it deserves, | refer to that portion
of his addresa in which he said:

There Is no excuse for the bullding of a port
at Montauk to expedite the transatlantie busi
ness, unless (t B that you are not awake to your
opportunity and are again ta allow others to
profit by your Inactivity.

Looked at from every point of view thie
is perhaps one of the strongest arguments
that conld be made in favor of Montauk
as a port of entry. It practically means
that Mr. Mellen helieves that the only thing
which atands in the way of Boston rivalling
New York asa a port is the indifference of
Boaton to ita own opportunities long enongh
to allow Montauk to becoms the gateway
to Furope

Mr. Mellen had not a word of adverse
criticiam for the proposition to develop
Montauk as a port. On tha contrary, he
intimatea that it will soon become a port
unless Hoaton ia equal to her opportunity.
Elsawhere in his addreas he told his hearers
that the improvements that Boston .\\nuhl
have to make to forestall Montauk's de-
velopment meant “money and lota of it.”

Alr of thi® leads me to say that the time
has come to make Montauk at least a port
of call if not of entry. 1 do not wish, never-
thaless, to -a{ one word aeainst the admi-
rable plan which Dock Commissioner Tom-
kins has ontlined for a complete and comn-

rehensive development of the port of New
‘ork. That shouid be acted upon at once,
But even if the plan is carried out it will Le
found that the increased facilities thus
providad wi'l at best suffice only to meet the
constant and wonderful growth that is taking
plare in the commerce of the port.

Montauk will ba needed in any event,
beoause we live in an age when time saving
is of the first importance. Mr. Mellen says
that “a steamship can dock in Boston and
dircharge her passengers into a .rain that
will land them in New York before, under
the most favorable circuinstances, a similor
steamer would land ita passengers at its
pier in New York That 18 undoubtediy
{rue, so far as the situation existing to-day
isconcerned. But with Montauka port either
of call or of entry it would not #0, for u
passenger could get on a train at Montauk
and go direct to the Pennsvivania station
in New York in a little over two hours, and
if the Long lsland Rallroad makes the im-
provements for which plans have heen
drawn the journey could he made in less
than two hours. What a difforence this
would make by way of comparison with the
aix hours it now takes to come from Boston
to New York hy train, or the eight hours
or more it now takes for a steamer 10 g0
from Moutank to her pier in New York.
What is more, even with the improvements
that Mr. Mellen recommends Boston could
not compete with Montauk when it comes
to saving time to Europe and quick handiing
of mails or freight. : =

Mr. Melien wants Doston to build a “dry
dock hig enough to accommodate the pres-
ent day ocean liner.” ‘There jsn't a spot in
the world to bent Montauk Point for this
So | say, let us not wait for Bostonto rival
' New York as a seaport, but jet us start in
| right now to develop Montauk, and if we
do, we need ot care what Boston does

GiroRGE M. RYERsON.

NEw York, April 19

THEWALL AT FREDERICKSBURG.

| A Jdersey Regiment Sald to Have Ad-
. vaneed to Within Twenty-Nve Paces.
| was

{ very much interested in theletterof Thomas
| Kerr, Company K, Sixty-ninth Infantry,

IN.G.N. Y, relative to that regiment, which !
appeared in THE Svs of April o, but | think f

he is mistaken in his assertion that the

regiment that went into the feht,
lieve that the Twenty-filth New
Volunteers is entitled to that distinetion,
and also to the distinction of firing the last
' shot and of heing the [ast regiment 1o move
off that sanguinary fleld

On December 12 1862, the Twenty fifth
New Jersey, the One Hundred and Third
New York, the Thirteenth New Hampshire
and the Eightyv-ninth (Hawkins's Zouaves)
' New York, forming the First Brigade, Third
Division, Ninth Army Corps, and under
' command of Colonel Rush C. Hawkins, were
| hel! in reserve in the city of Fredericks-
{burg until late in the afternoon. | was
lanxious to see wha! was going on on the
| pattlefield and left my regiment for some

| time, climbed up a knoll or hill that com- |

| manded a view of the fleld and saw the Sixty-
{ninth 10 action |
|and sent the blood coursing through the
|vains. When our brigade reached the fleld,
! the Sixty-ninth, with the other Union troops,
' had heen withdrawn from the advanced
| position and we were sent in

GIVE THE BLIND A CHAN(F,
Work, Not Alms, Is Thelr Need, Says Ve
Winifred Holt.

Miss Winifred Holt, secretary «f ¢/
New York Association for the 14
told the Agsociation of Hospital <«r .
Workers gathered at the Pres
Hospital yesterday something of .
neads of the blind and outlined the plas .
for the blind workers' exhibition at th.
Metropolitan Opera House on Apiil o

Miss Holt maid that the New V.,
Association for the Rlind has ligted ai
10,000 cases ani has come into contg
with about 7.000 blind persons  Frey,
her observations Miss Holt thinks tpa
half of the blndness could be preventag
if proper precautions were tuken apg
if there were saner conditions of life

“We often come across blind children
who could have been bright, merpy
rening youngeters if somebody had known
enough to take proper care of their eyey
and administer a few drops of the aoly.
tion of silver nitrate, now to be had i,
New York free of cost from the Board
of Health,” she said,

“Though the medical profession has
faithfully waged ite campaign for the
prevention of blindness, it is only gince
the formation of the New York associg.
tion's committee to stop blinduess that
the work has become general and inter.
m{mm:]d o - o x

According to the speaker one of
insurmountgble difoulities In- the vor
of the blind and their desire to earn an
honest living is the “attitude of the ges.
ing puhblic, which is blind to the capacity
of the trained blind man or woman which
entitles him or her to a -e'lt-rmp«miugP
place in the work and play of the world
She decried the harm &ne by giving
alms to the blind, “and by doing this
making it still true that to-day hegging
is one of the most remunerative pro
f-w;(mq IO{I the h'lll?d :‘

“Again the e does great har

by not demanding of the hli:d the I:m"-]q
standard of excellence in education
in manners, in workmanship that it
would demand of the seein ATRON
of the pame class,” said Misa ﬁoft. It
a badly spelled, uncapitalized and un-
tugnctuuloc’l letter is typewritten by a
lind person it should not be commended
because it is very good for a blind person.
Putting up with bad work tends to lowsr
the standard of the efficiency of the
blind and makes it dificult for them to
find positions because people doubt their
ability to do as good work as the seeing.

“I'he same is true about the things
they make and sell. It is not a kindness
to buy & badly made article from a blind
workshop or factory.”

She saild that this did not apply to the
charitable who buy things for the a
or crippled bli Bhe said further
that it was not fair to give the blind a
monopoly of any profession or to permit
ll|mm to regard themselves as a privileged
Clikss

The coming exhibitions will be, o,
by Preniden? Taft. More thbl: 'nl::‘v’
industries for the blind will be represented
and a Il(n.mdrod blind artisans will be seen
sl work.

ELEVENTH AVENUE TRACKS.

Commissioner Tomkins Discusses His Bt
= Hearing st the City Hall,

The committee of the Board of Esti-
mate which is to recommend plans for
doing away with the surface railroad
tracks in Eleventh avenue gave a hearing

ViR

Sixty-ninth New York went closer to tiut | in the Council Chamber of the City Hall
famous stone wall at the base of Marye s | yesterday which was attended by a large

Heighta, Fredericksburg, than any othe 1‘ga,l.lherim; of persons wearing buttons
1 be-

Jorsav |

describing them as members of a league
to do away with “Death avenue.” Toward
| the close of the hearing there was some
| discussion as to the most practical plan
for getting rid of the surface tracks.
Representatives of the railroads who

| use the shore front favored the adoption

| sireets down town, but others

1t was an inspiring sight | idea of tunnels, dep

of Dock Commissioner Tomkins's plan

of an elevated line along the marginal

- ! ) favored
freight distributing piers along the river
front below Thirtﬁn% street and a boat

service. The committee will bab)

| make ita report to the Board of E?m:nz

naxt week.

_ Commissioner Tomkins has had a bill

[introduced at Albany under which his
tracks, viaduots

1 and elevated roads could be carried out

Twilight was |

| The bill directs the New York Central
| to submit plans before October 1 to the
Board of Estimate for the necessary

| vlosing the short wintrv day as we advanced, | changes to get the tracks off the surface,

{ and by the time we reached to within about
| twentv-five paces of that stone wall,
| the enemy were so thick that they could
scarcely get another musket or rifle between
the lines, darkness iell. We
have got so close except for the darkness,
which mercifully saved the command

hind the wall and the artillery fire on Marve's
Heights, enfilladed on the left by a battery
that sent shot and shell shrieking over the
full length of the reximent, our position
was critical. The enemy ceased firing and
our retreat was made in good order With
three comrades I went back on the fleld to
take off my woundad tentmate, and we
passed all other dead and wonnded to the
advanced firing line of the Twenfy-tfifth,
where wa found our own.

When squads from our regiment, under a
flag of truce, buried our dead and took off
our wounded two or three days afterward
the enemy informed us that our men got
closer to the stone wall than the men of
any other regiment. This would seem to
me pretty wood evidence, nutunhpundi:ﬁ
any quotation from the Loudon Times &
various other sources. It is not the first
time that legends have been wrong and

oved so by facts JouN T. HILTON
& t‘ommu:v ui‘l Twenty-fifth New Jersey
Yolunteers.

NEw York, April 17,

Seventh Regiment Men In the Spanish War,
l To TAR Fpivon oF THE SUON As the
| fifileth anniversary of the departnure of the Sev-
enth Reglment to the civil war is being ceiebrated,

-Sjr:

York city has just reason th be proud should be
relleved of tho stigma attached to 1t by the yellow
press and personal animosity at the outhreak of
the Spanish American war® A general report at
that {ime was that the Seventh refused to volun-
teer for active service.  In point of fact, as every
one in authority knows, the Seventh Regiment
promptly volunteered tu & man to go 1o the war,
but as an organization under lts own oMcers and
In full accord with Its own traditions. While the
maltter was belng actlvely pressed in Washington,
the regiment, which s maintained at {ts high siate
of efliclency by considerable financial sacrifice of
{t1s members, held out firmly against the foolish
and afterward discredited policy of reenlisting
National Guardsmen as units and sending them
out in & manper that would have heen a serfous
handicap on all concerned in a highly organized
machine as the Seventh has always been.

The Seventh gave 700 officers to the clvil war,
and the roll of honor of the Spanish- American war
shows that no other organization contributed so
many men who served as officers in other regl-
menis as the Seventh. H. L. BUrTON,

New Yonk. April 19,

Uncle Josh In Sonth America,

To THE Fpitor oF TRE SUN - Sir: | desire
tell of en experience of our late friend Den
fhompson that does notl seem to he generally
gnown. About the year 1873 he 100k a company
to South America, and at Barranqulila, Colombla.
the company was “busted.” Daen at thai time was
sick at Savanilla and not expected 1o live. My
brother. who was captaln of the steamship Etna,
offered to take him aboard ship and pay his pas
sage home. Den begged' to be taken on board at
once so that he could die among his own peo-
ple. 1 helped to carry him on board, Tn two days
he was so much luproved that he was situng
up and making fun for us. He afterward relm-
bursed the captain for his passage money.

PROOKLYN, April 18 E. B E

Protest Against New Jersey School Legis.
lation.

To TRAR EDITOR oF THE SUN- Sir:  In the name
of the people and teachers of New Jersey 1 pro
1eal against the enactment of legisiation revoln
tionizing the school system untll the question
has bheen thoroughly debated in the press and 1he
Legisiature and the peopie have had opportunity
1o inform themseiyves fully

As vel the peaple are singularly lgnorant of
the most (mportant legistative proposal of Lhe
sesslon Frizanerm A \LLEN
Secretary Commitise on Legislation New Jersey

State Teachers Assoclation.

HoBORRN, April 19,

where ' no viaduet lengthwise down

With |
the rifle fire in our front from the road be- | below Spuyten Duyvil. Mr.
, says of his bill:

|

1s 1t not time that the organization of which New |

| including viaducts and subways, but
Tenth or
Eleventh avenue; and. after four years

would never from the date of such agreement as the

company and the Board of Estimate may
make, the disuse of steam ) ves
Tomkins

I have included two new features:

1. Buch depression of the New York
Central’s freight tracks crossing Spuyten
Duyvil at the North River as shall leave
that stream and the Harlem clear for com-
merce and open for connection with the
barge canal soon to be completed and such
basins as may be established for The Bron:
and the Sound shore of Queens.

2. Authority to the Central to agree with
the city for use in common with other car-
riers of such terminal ways as the city
itself may provide im substitution for any
track= or right of way which it may now
porsess or to which it may otherwise be
entitled,

LIBERAL CONGRESS HERE.

National P!drnmool Three Days,
Beginning April 36.

The National Federation of Religious
Liberals, which was organized in 1609,
will hold its third annual congress in
this city on April 26 to 28. The purpose
of the federation is "to promote the
religious life by united testimony for
sincerity, freedom and progress in re-
ligion, by social service and a fellowship
of the spirit beyond the lines of sect and
creed.” The word liberal is understood
as indicating willingness to be part of &
fellowship based on unity of epirit and
not on uniformity of belief.

The evening session on April 26 and
the two sessions on April 27 will be held
in the Church of the Divine Paternity,
Seventy-sixth street and Central Park
West. The session on the evening
Arril 27 will be held in Cooper [nion.
All of the sessions on April 28 will be
held in the Friends Meeting House, Fast
Fifteenth street and Rutherfurd place,
near Third avenue,

Mora than a dozen religious bodies will
bhe represented in the con and have
part in the programme. | the meetings
will be open to the public,

The officers of the federation are:
President, Henry W. Wilbur of Philadel-

hia; mecretary, Charles W, Wendte of

ton; treasurer, Henry Justice
Philadelphia.

INTERSTATE INSURANCE.

Federal Regulation as Legical as Bank
Hegulation, Thinks Mr. Kingsie).

“Life Insurance and Commercial Bank-
ing" waa the subject of an address de-
livered by Darwin P. Kingsley, president
of the New York Life Insurance Company.
before the Finance Forum of the Wost
Side Y. M. C. A, last evening. “Life o-
surance,” he said, "isnow face to face with
the diMeulties from which banking par-
tially emerged in 1884 If the Bupreme
Court of the United States should change
ita mind and declare that interstate it
SUrance is interstate commerce it woul
not be the tirst time the court has changed
its mind, and it would have stronuge”
ground from which to argoe than it had
when 1t spelled out of the power in tha
Constitution which authorizes the Fel
eral Government to borrow money the
right to establish national banks and
a national currency.”




